Introduction
The subfamily Xylocopinae (Apidae) includes four tribes: Ceratinini, Manuelini, Allodapini and Xylocopini; the latter consists of a single genus, Xylocopa Latreille, which are commonly known as carpenter bees because they usually nest within dead wood, except for the subgenus Xylocopa (Proxylocopa) that nest in the ground (Hurd & Moure 1963) . Frequently, the substrate is dead wood, hollow stems of plants and structural timbers of construction (Hurd & Moure 1963; Camillo & Garófalo 1982; Camillo et al. 1986; Caicedo et al. 1995) ; however, some species
